WORK EQUIPMENT ASSESSMENT QUESTIONNAIRE 

HAND HELD HEDGE TRIMMER



Assessor’s Instructions:  Ask the candidate the following questions and place a tick in the appropriate box to indicate whether the questions were correctly/incorrectly answered.

Question

     No. 









  
      X   
1. What are the statutory (legal) guarding requirements for a hand

held powered hedge strimmer?

Answer
All moving parts, belts, pulleys, and chains must be guarded as defined in 


operator’s manual/manufacturers handbook.  Blade guard fitted to hand


held strimmer when not in use.

2. If the hedge strimmer is to be used on or near the public highway or 

in areas to which the public has access, what precautions can be made?

Answer
1)
Authorities informed about work

2) Warning signs erected

3) High visibility worn

4) ‘Exclusion Zone’ set up

5) Road or dual carriageway lane closed/coned off   


3. What safety clothing and protective equipment is needed in using

a hedge strimmer?

Answer
Unless otherwise stated in manufacturer’s handbook or operator’s manual,


PPE should include:

1) Safety boots

2) Ear defenders

3) Face/eye protection

4) Dust mask for some tasks

5) Suitable gloves for maintenance

6) Other protection as highlighted by the Risk Assessment

4. In lifting and handling the machine what actions should you take

to do so safely?


Answer
Use safe lifting techniques (bend knees and keep back straight)

5. (For electrically powered hedge strimmers only)

When using an electrically powered hedge strimmer outdoors what

requirements exist?

Answer
1)
A current ‘Portable Appliance Test Certificate’ must exist

2) The machine must be run from 110 volt power supply

3) A circuit/power breaker must be connected

6. (For spark ignition powered hedge strimmers only)

When storing or transporting fuel, what requirements must the

container comply with?

Answer
1)
Be specifically designed for fuel storage

2) Have a non-spill spout

3) Be clearly labelled

4) Have securely fitting caps

5) Be kept away from any sources of ignition


7. Where would you find out the necessary information to carry out a

pre-start check on the hedge strimmer?


Answer
In the manufacturer’s handbook/operator’s manual

8. In carrying out a pre-start check what would you do if you found

a fault or necessary repair?


Answer
1)
Act on finding, where appropriate


2)
Report findings as appropriate


9.
State 5 requirements that should be met when undertaking a Risk

Assessment.

Answer
A Risk Assessment must:


1)
Be carried out


2)
Be complied with


3)
Be specific to site, machine and task


4)
Identify hazards 

 
5)
Result in control measures being implemented

10.
What are the possible risks when operating a hedge strimmer?

Answer
1)
Flying debris

2) Stability of machine in long reach position

3) Moving parts

4) Fire or electric shock


11.
What action should you take in checking a site for hazards?


Answer
1)
Walk the site and remove or mark hazards

2) Confirm that the condition of the site as acceptable for the 

operation to take place

3)
Report to the appropriate person if the site condition is unsuitable


12.
When would you use warning signs and barriers?

Answer
1)
Erect signs where appropriate advising the public of hazards

2) Erect barriers where necessary to exclude the public and animals

3) Implement suitable controls to protect the operator

13. When are the most suitable times of the year to undertake hedge

trimming, and why? 

Answer
1)
Late summer to early autumn 

2) This avoids disturbance of nesting birds

3) The hedge is at an appropriate growth stage 

14.
Why is hedge trimming carried out?

Answer
1)
Improve aesthetic appearance

2) Maintain appearance in line with local practice

3) Promote new growth

15.
What are the reasons for carrying out cleaning of a hedge strimmer?

Answer
1)
Prevent corrosion

2) Facilitate maintenance and adjustments

3) Prevent personal contamination

16. What methods may be used to remove any unwanted residues

when cleaning the machine?

Answer
1)
Water (not for electrically powered machines)

2) Compressed air

3) Degreasing agent

4) Wire brush

17.
What must you take account of when disposing of waste material?

Answer
1)
Company policy


2)
Legislation

18.
After using the machine why should you inspect the machine?

Answer
1)
To establish if any wear has occurred


2)
To establish if any damaged or missing parts have occurred
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